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Africa Legal Aid (AFLA) expresses its sincere gratitude for the leadership many African States
Parties to the ICC have shown in solidifying their stance on a crime of aggression regime
devoid of inequity and double standards. In October 2024 and May 2025, AFLA held retreats
in Johannesburg and Accra, for African States Parties, on the Review of the Kampala
Amendments on the Crime of Aggression. Some states helped bring the conversation to a
global audience, with ministerial presentations, at an ASP side event in The Hague, in
December 2024.

AFLA has been able to engage all 33 African States Parties to the ICC, with 30 of them having
participated in the events.

During this Special Session, African States Parties are once again positioned to stand in
solidarity for a fairer, more effective, and universally legitimate crime of aggression regime.

Twenty-seven years since the crime of aggression entered the Rome Statute, and fifteen years
since the Kampala Review Conference, there are still arguments aimed at entrenching the status
quo. Arguments that risk indefinitely suspending the prosecution of the crime of aggression.
Chief among these arguments is that only 48 States Parties, now 49, have ratified the Kampala
Amendments, deliberately failing to acknowledge that the primary reason for many states’
(including African states’) delayed ratification, lies in the fact that the current crime of
aggression regime, with jurisdictional and other limitations, renders the crime of aggression
fundamentally distinct, and unenforceable.

There is an urgent need for harmonization and amendment of the crime of aggression

provisions, to address and prevent the untold sufferings caused by aggression, so that this
mother of all crimes becomes a thing of the past.

Indeed, it can be done. Nelson Mandela said it best, and I quote: ‘It always seems impossible
until it’s done.’

Thank You



