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The Afghanistan Human Rights and Democracy Organization (AHRDO) welcomes the significant
step taken today by ICC Prosecutor Karim Khan KC with the filing of arrest warrant applications
against two Taliban leaders: Haibatullah Akhundzada, the Taliban’s Supreme Leader, and Abdul
Hakim Haqgani, the Taliban’s Chief of Justice. This is accompanied by the Prosecutor’s
announcement that additional arrest warrants for other Taliban leaders will soon follow.

This action by the Office of the Prosecutor is crucial for seeking justice and accountability for the
severe deterioration of human rights in the country, particularly for women, girls, and the LGBTQI+
community. AHRDO commends the Prosecutor's focus on gender persecution and
acknowledgement of the remarkable courage and resilience of Afghan victim-survivors and
witnesses who have cooperated with the investigation.

The voices of victim-survivors and their families must remain at the heart of all accountability and
truth-telling efforts. Without their strength and perseverance, justice would remain unattainable.

As one Afghan victim shared: “This request has reignited the flame of justice that we have kept
alive for years. Now is the time to ensure that this fire does not die out but grows stronger.”

After years of anticipation amid prolonged legal proceedings, this marks the first time in history
that the ICC has issued arrest warrants against leaders of the de facto regime in Afghanistan. It
is a significant moment for generations of Afghans who have endured relentless violence due to
decades of armed conflict and underscores the need for further action. We must seize this
moment and continue to hold all perpetrators accountable for their crimes, provide reparations to
the victim-survivors, and bring an end to the cycle of impunity that has reigned for far too long in
Afghanistan.

Recognizing this historic moment, AHRDO emphasizes the importance of:

e Granting authorization: Urging the ICC Chamber to authorize the Prosecutor’s applications
for arrest warrants of the two named Taliban leaders.



e Ending impunity: Ensuring the OTP issues arrest warrants against additional Taliban
leaders as promised, continues its investigation into the Situation in Afghanistan as
mandated by the Appeals Chamber in 2020, and holds all alleged perpetrators, including
the Taliban, ISKP, and national and international forces, accountable for their crimes
committed.

e Prioritizing victims' voices: Ensuring that the voices, experiences and interests of Afghan
victim-survivors, particularly women, girls, the LGBTQI+ community, and other
marginalized groups are central to the OTP’s investigation.

e Emphasizing outreach: Ensuring that the OTP’s investigation, the ICC legal proceedings,
and the victim-survivors' rights are clearly and publicly communicated to the Afghan
survivors and community and that they are kept informed about the developments and
opportunities for participation.

e Focusing on cooperation: Urging State Parties to the Rome Statute and the international
community to fully cooperate with the OTP’s investigation, provide the resources
necessary to ensure the effectiveness of the ICC’s Afghanistan investigation, and adopt
an ‘all tools approach’ to ensuring justice and accountability in Afghanistan.

AHRDO remains committed to advocating for a victim-centered approach to justice and
accountability for Afghanistan. We will continue to support efforts to ensure that those responsible
for these crimes are brought to justice and that the rights and dignity of all Afghans are upheld.

About AHRDO: The Afghanistan Human Rights and Democracy Organization (AHRDO) is an
independent non-profit organization dedicated to promoting human rights, democracy, and justice in
Afghanistan. AHRDO's mission includes investigating and documenting atrocity crimes, advocating for
victim-centered justice, fostering peace and dialogue through cultural bottom-up initiatives, and
developing public memory of war victims.
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