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Excellencies and distinguished colleagues,  
 
Today, the Assembly of States Parties missed a unique opportunity to reduce double 
standards in international law. Specifically, it failed to reinforce the object and purpose 
of the Rome Statute to end impunity for the most serious crimes of concern to the 
international community, listed under article 5 of the Rome Statute. This is not only a 
regrettable outcome on paper—it will have real consequences for current and future 
victims around the world.  
 
You have heard the voices of civil society from around the globe supporting 
harmonization and emphasizing that the time for justice is now. 
 
International law is under pressure, and the International Criminal Court (ICC) is facing 
more obstacles because both are designed to limit and deter the commission of grave 
international crimes. 
 
In these challenging times, we need to strengthen efforts toward enhancing international 
justice and the rule of law, not shy away from them. In our pursuit of justice for victims, 
we must ensure that all avenues to access justice are available. 
 
We welcome the rigorous efforts of many states in advancing toward the goal of 
harmonizing the jurisdiction of the Court over the crime of aggression. The notable 
absence of 25 states at this Special Session is, however, a disappointment given the 
urgency of this issue. 
 
We had hoped consensus would be reached, eliminating the asymmetry of the Court’s 
jurisdiction.  
 
The coming years should be used to achieve the goal of harmonization, as you work 
tirelessly in defending the Rome Statute system and international justice from those who 
seek to limit avenues for accountability and ending impunity. 


