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Iranian Center for International Criminal Law Statement
for the 23rd Assembly of States Parties (ASP23)

Your Honors, Distinguished Court Officials, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a privilege to address this assembly on behalf of the Iranian Center for
International Criminal Law. As an organization dedicated to promoting justice and
advocating for the rights of individuals who suffer injustices, we welcome the
opportunity to contribute to the important discourse on international criminal justice.

The Iranian Center for International Criminal Law respectfully submits the
following positions for your consideration:

First and foremost, we express our strong support for the International Criminal
Court’s mandate to hold accountable those responsible for the most serious crimes
affecting the international community. In this context, we commend the Court for its
ongoing efforts regarding the situation in Palestine, particularly the issuance of arrest
warrants against high-ranking Israeli officials complicit in serious crimes against the
Palestinian people. We urge all States Parties to ensure the implementation of these
warrants so that the perpetrators are brought before this honorable institution without
delay. The victims of such heinous acts deserve timely action.

It is time to work to build a more just world where justice is not merely an aspiration
or merely articulated in paper warrants, but a reality for all. Today, we all must
reflect on the legacy we wish to leave behind. Will we be remembered as the
generation that stood by while injustice prevailed in Palestine, or will we take
decisive action to ensure accountability?

Additionally, we respectfully request that all States Parties consider increasing the
budget allocated to the International Criminal Court. Adequate funding is essential
for enabling the Court to fulfill its mandate. Justice requires resources; without
sufficient financial support, the Court's ability to investigate, prosecute, and deliver
justice to victims is severely compromised.
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Moreover, we advocate for an amendment to the Rome Statute to expand its
jurisdiction concerning the crime of aggression. This expansion should encompass
acts perpetrated by non-State Parties and their leadership against State Parties.
Incorporating such provisions would bolster the universality of international
criminal law and serve as a crucial deterrent against unchecked aggression and
related crimes.

Finally, we call upon all States Parties—particularly the host government of the
Netherlands—to implement robust measures to safeguard the immunity and
independence of the Court and its staff from external threats, political pressures,
sanctions, and undue interventions. The credibility of the ICC relies on its ability to
operate free from interference, ensuring that no crime of international concern goes
unpunished and that justice is administered impartially and comprehensively.

Y our Honors,

As an organization devoted to the principles of justice, we envision a future where
the rule of law prevails. We remain optimistic that, through the collective efforts of
this Assembly, the ICC will fulfill its mission of delivering justice and upholding
human dignity.

We extend our sincere gratitude for your attention and your commitment to
advancing international criminal justice.



